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2023 SVP TEENS 
COMMUNITY GRANT

SVP’s youth program, SVP Teens, is a youth-led
philanthropic program that engages teens ages 12-
18 in hands-on fundraising, community
development and grant-making.

The goal of SVP Teens is to get young people
involved in philanthropy at an early age and instil
in them the desire to continue to give and get
involved in their community throughout the rest of
their lives. The program is modelled after similar
programs across the SVP network. In meetings
from September–June, teens raise funds for their
grant pool and learn about issues in their
community.

The participants learn how to fundraise, spend time volunteering, write grant guidelines, evaluate proposals,
conduct site visits, and read financial statements in a process that mirrors the adult SVP investment process.
Together, the teens decide what issues to focus on and what they want to award with grant money. 

GIVING FOCUS & CRITERIA

SVP Teens grant is primarily geared towards applications involving programs serving youth within Waterloo
Region, with particular preference towards critical-need serving programs. Applications for both existing and
new programs will be accepted. Consideration will be extended toward programs affiliated with religious
groups under the condition that the program itself does not cater to a specific religion.

KEY DATES

MARCH 8

APRIL 3

EARLY MAY

LATE MAY

JUNE

Application opens

Application closes

Interviews

Selection of charity

Grant recipient
announced
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COMMUNITY GRANT
PROCESS

Application

Applications will be accepted through
DecisionHub until April 3, 2023. Applications for
existing and new programs will be accepted. 

Applications will be reviewed by the SVP Teens
and a short list of candidates will be selected. All
organizations will be notified of the status of their
application by early May 2023.

One organization will be selected in June 2023 as
the grant recipient. They will receive a grant that is
anticipated to be $3,000 to $5,000, to be used for
program-specific funding. The final amount is yet
to be determined as SVP Teens will continue to
fundraise throughout the year. 

Follow-Up and Interviews

Applications are read, reviewed, scored and discussed at length, using a rating tool to score each
application objectively. Criteria are weighted by importance and may include: fit with giving focus, program
execution, financial health, funding sources, mission/program match, outcomes, innovation, and
measurability.

Short-listed organisations will be asked to meet with SVP Teens members in May (in person) to present a
short pitch about their organisation. Teens members will be able to ask questions and interact with the
leaders of the organisation. 

Selection

Based on applications, interviews, and other due diligence steps as determined by SVP, SVP Teens will
select the grant recipient in June. Their decision will then be ratified by the SVP Board of Directors and
presented publicly early June.

APPLY HERE!

https://app.decisionhub.org/form/640a51c0e598a98812946c84

